Does translational ambiguity increase during cell differentiation?
Several observations made in the fungus Podospora anserina suggest that translational ambiguity may increase, and possibly must increase, at specific stages of the life cycle. Such changes in the properties of the translational apparatus seem to occur as well in the yeast S. cerevisiae and in the alga C. reinhardii. A slight increase of the misreading level would allow readthrough or frameshifting necessary to synthesise regulatory proteins in low amount at key points of cellular differentiation.